
B R E A K I N G  D O W N  B E H A V I O R A L  H E A L T H  C O D I N G

A N S W E R S  T O  W E B I N A R  Q U E S T I O N S

If NP writes an RX for mental health issue, does that support 90792 even if physical exam
not done?
Yes, 90792 can still be coded even if a physical exam is not performed and the NP is initiating
and/or managing mental health medications.  The physical exam is based on the clinical judgement
of the provider.  Usually, the NP will have additional indications in the note to explain the need for
the prescription.

If one provider does the E/M portion, but patient has psychotherapy with LCSW same day,
do we use the psychotherapy with E/M even if they are separate providers?

I would not code this way for Medicare as they bundle the E/M and psychotherapy only codes
together, but some commercial insurance may reimburse.  I would recommend calling your top
payers and inquiring.

Yes, if the patient saw an MD, PA, or NP for an E/M service then the E/M code would be reported
under the “physician” and the LCSW would report the psychotherapy w/o E/M code based on the
appropriate time.  The add-on codes are meant for services provided by the same physician
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